


• Teachers and students formulate a hypothesis and set of 
experiments using conventional and synchrotron-based 
methods. 
• A beamtime proposal will be written and submitted online. 
• An NSLS Proposal Review Panel (PRP) reviews and 
scores the proposals. The PRP consists of a mix of 
synchrotron scientists and science educators, and ratings 
are based on scientific merit and the educational nature of 
the project. 
•The highest rated proposals are allocated beamtime. 
• If teachers wish to continue the experiments, a 
continuation proposal can be submitted.

Beamtime Proposals
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NSLS Beamtime Cycles
• The NSLS operates 3 cycles a year and users submit 
proposals months in advance of these cycles:

Cycle: January-April Deadline: Sept. 30
Cycle: May-August Deadline: January 31
Cycle: September-December Deadline: May 31

• Scheduling for these cycles is usually completed at least a 
month before the cycle begins.
• InSynC recognizes issues with respect to school 
scheduling, so we allow for “current-cycle” or “rapid-access” 
requests, but for this to work we must block out elected 
dates in advance.
• Next InSynC dedaline is July 15, 2011 for beamtime that 
will be scheduled between September 1 – December 31, 
2011.
• All deadlines will always be posted in the InSynC website.



If you don’t have 
a PASS account, 
click here.  (If 
you do, log in 
under 
“Returning 
Users”.)

Go to: http://pass.nsls.bnl.gov

Follow the 
guidelines for 
proposal 
submission 
posted on the 
InSynC website.

http://pass.nsls.bnl.gov/


Complete the Template available on the InSynC Website

An abstract. What’s 
the scientific 
question that will be 
addressed? What 
experiments will be 
done to answer the 
question? What 
synchrotron 
techniques will be 
used? What’s the 
educational impact?



Complete the Template available on the InSynC Website

Explain the scientific 
question you’re trying 
to answer. This is a 
high level explanation 
of the problem.



Complete the Template available on the InSynC Website

Explain how the 
experiment will 
provide an 
educational benefit. 
Don’t necessarily 
focus on just the 
synchrotron aspects.



Complete the Template available on the InSynC Website

This is where all the 
specifics of the experiment 
should go? 
• What detailed information 
are you aiming to get in the 
beamtime you’re asking 
for?
• How will you prepare 
samples, do you have a 
reasonable approach to 
collecting and interpreting 
the data?
• Convince the panel that a 
synchrotron is needed to do 
this…why can’t you use a 
less expensive or complex 
method?



Complete the Template available on the InSynC Website

Adequately reference 
your proposed work 
and make sure you 
list all collaborators.



Review Panel

Prof. Scott Calvin, Ph.D.
Dept. of Physics, Sarah Lawrence College
Yonkers, NY

Tracy Walker
Educational Outreach Coordinator
Canadian Light Source
Saskatchewan, Canada

Jonathan De Booy
Education and Outreach Officer

Australian Synchrotron,
Clayton, Australia



Review Rubric
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